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En el proceso que empezd en
Cuba a finales del 2007 no
hubieron sefiales de elecciones
libres y democraticas:

Elecciones en Cuba: Una Nueva Ley
Para Que el Pueblo Elija

En el 2007 también fue el cuarto aniversario de la Primavera
de Cuba y desafortunadamente mucho de los presos todavia
estan en las carceles mientras el MCL continua su campana:

Cuatro Anos en el Otro Guantanamo
+Un Quinquenio Gris o Cinco Décadas Negras?
MCL Mantiene Campaia para Resolucion por la Liberacion de los Presos

También hubieron muchos esfuerzos de parte de la sociedad
civil para luchar pacificamente por los cambios democrati-
cos, incluyendo las siguientes iniciativas:

Activistas democraticos cubanos demuestran su Unidad por la Libertad
Anuncian la Campafa Foro Cubano
Fundacién del Comité Ciudadano de Reconciliacion y Dialogo

En el 2007, el MCL celebro su XIX aniversario y el Proyecto
Varela celebré su quinto aniversario:

Declaracion del MCL para el 50 aniversario del Proyecto Varela
El XIX Aniversario del Movimiento Cristiano Liberacion

Y los esfuerzos crecieron en la comunidad internacional
para abogar por la sociedad civil cubana:

"De Solidaridad a la Democracia: Podra Cuba Lograr la Libertad?"
Transicién en Cuba: la Vision de los paises latinoamericanos y europeos
Carta de Lech Walesa y Alexander Kwasniewski a 1os amigos cubanos
El ICDC Llama por la Solidaridad y Politica Comun hacia Cuba
De parte del Comité Polaco para la Solidaridad con Cuba
Representantes de ODCA-CUBA Organizan Conferencia en Miami

Alertas de Derechos Humanos

Enero 2008

Noticias de Sociedad Civil

DA N g Sobre las
g ! Elecciones en
Cuba: Para
-4 Elegir ser Libre
Pagina 2

Alertas Urgentes desde las Prisiones
de Canaleta y Guayabo
Pagina 3

Por el Derecho ala Viday ala
Libertad de Antonio Diaz Sanchez
Pagina 4

Comunidad Internacional

iVea el documental “Disidente” en

You Tube! EI documental reconocido por
Rachel Grady y Heidi
Swing de Loki Films
“Disidente:  Oswaldo
Paya y el Proyecto Vare-
la” sigue los esfuerzos
valientes por la democra-
cia en Cuba. El docu-
mental tuvo su primera
proyeccién en el Festival de Film Tribeca en
Nueva York.
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TODOS CUBANOS

TENDENCIAS EN LA SOCIEDAD CIVIL CUBANA

Sobre las Elecciones en Cuba: Para Elegir ser Libre

Desde hace muchos afios hemos impulsado cambios en las leyes para que se respeten los derechos ciudadanos. Especialmente
hemos insistido en una nueva ley electoral, porque es clave para que el pueblo pueda ejercer su soberania, propdsito principal del
Proyecto Varela. La ley electoral actual y las violaciones sistematicas a la libertad de expresion y asociacion obstaculizan los dere-
chos a elegir y ser elegidos de los ciudadanos cubanos. Pueden encontrar el Proyecto Varela en www.oswaldopaya.org.

Partimos de la propia Ley Electoral o Ley No. 72.

La nominacion:

Sélo las Comisiones de Candidaturas, que estan integradas por organizaciones incondicionales al Gobierno y cuyos dirigentes nacio-
nales, son también, casi todos, dirigentes del Partido Comunista, pueden hacer propuestas de candidatos a Diputados. Las asambleas
municipales del Poder Popular que son 6rganos de Gobierno, son las que nominan finalmente a los candidatos. Entonces se viola el
derecho establecido en el articulo 133 de la Constitucién que dice que "tienen derecho a ser elegidos los ciudadanos cubanos hom-
bres 0 mujeres que se hallen en el pleno goce de sus derechos politicos." Entonces, ya no son los ciudadanos cubanos los que pue-
den ser elegidos, sino sélo los que designen esas Comisiones de Candidatura. Aungue quizas en esto sean coherentes, porque en la
practica ningun ciudadano cubano tiene derechos politicos. Es decir, nominan drganos de gobierno y proponen sus organizaciones a
fines y no los ciudadanos ni el pueblo como tales.

La votacion:

Tampoco es eleccidn, porque segln la Ley 72 se nomina un candidato Unico por cada asiento de Diputado. Entonces si en una cir-
cunscripcion los ciudadanos eligieran su diputado correspondiente, tendria que aparecer en la boleta un solo nombre, por que los
candidatos son Unicos. Por eso, creo, es que se establece el voto unido, para que en la boleta aparezcan los nombres de varios candi-
datos, con la imagen de variedad, pero siguen siendo el mismo numero de candidatos que de diputados a elegir. El ciudadano puede
votar por uno, por todos o por algunos, pero si no quiere a ninguno de los candidatos Unicos, su voto no vale. Su voto solo vale si es
positivo. El elector no puede elegir su diputado entre varios candidatos, ni puede rechazar todos los candidatos porque no existe una
casilla para decir no. Por lo tanto no es eleccion, pero ni siquiera es consulta para que los electores puedan rechazar o aceptar a todos
los candidatos Unicos.

En mi opinion:

e Enel plano l6gico es una verdadera tomadura de pelo.

e Enel plano legal es una violacion de la Constitucion.

e En el plano politico una grave violacién de la soberania popular

e Encel plano ético y humano es un dafio a la dignidad de las personas y al derecho de nuestro pueblo a definir su vida y su futuro.

Si alguien antes de votar quiere consultar la Ley Electoral quizas la encuentren y quizas encuentre algin ejemplar de la Constitucion,
donde leeria en el articulo 71: "La Asamblea Nacional del Poder Popular se compone de diputados elegidos por el voto libre, directo
y secreto de los electores, en la proporcion y segin el procedimiento que determina la Ley.” En mi opinidn, repito, los que hicieron
la ley determinaron un procedimiento que viola la Constitucion porque no permite que los diputados sean elegidos, ni que sean ele-
gidos por voto directo. Pero hay algo mas grave de parte de las autoridades y de los que ejercen poder por encima de la ley. Si tantas
personas han recibido "visitas" o sefialamientos por no haber votado, si ha habido en estos dias "comisiones"” que visitan casa por
casa para decirle a los ciudadanos que voten en la casilla del voto unido y también en mucho casos para preguntarle si van a votar,
entonces el voto tampoco es libre. Es como si quisieran violar el alma de las personas, imponiéndoles lo que quizas muchos, no
quieren hacer. No es nuevo este mecanismo de intimidacion, y aunque la ley fuera inmejorable, la cultura del miedo instalada con
todos los mecanismos represivos y opresivos en funcidn de las farsas electorales es una penosa tradicién no popular.
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TENDENCIAS EN LA SOCIEDAD CIVIL CUBANA

Sobre las Elecciones en Cuba: Para Elegir ser Libre (continuacion)

Nunca antes se habia realizado una campafia electoral tan intensa y desproporcionada y al mismo tiempo tan desleal. Se utiliza todos
los medios de difusiéon que paga el pueblo para promover una votacion que definitivamente no es una eleccion. Un verdadero
‘marketing’ con artistas, deportistas y un desfile de todo lo que les parece popular para condicionar a los electores. A los mismos
electores a los que no se les permite escuchar otra opinioén, como no se les permite decidir por otra alternativa, como no se les permi-
te elegir. Al parecer los que deciden s6lo confian en los ciudadanos si estos no tienen la posibilidad de decidir libremente, pues los
electores que apoyan este gobierno ni siquiera pueden elegir entre varios candidatos a los que crean que representarian mejor la con-
tinuidad y eficacia de este sistema. Les ofrecen candidatos Gnicos sin alternativas.

Los Diputados de la legislatura que termina recibieron la iniciativa de ley del Proyecto Varela, apoyada por mas de 25000 electores.
En esa peticion se pide u Referendo y se propone una nueva ley electoral, que si permitiria a los ciudadanos nominar y elegir a sus
diputados y demas representantes a todos los niveles. Muchos de los que impulsan el Proyecto Varela estan ahora en prision injusta,
por defender precisamente la soberania nacional y la soberania popular, por defender los derechos de los ciudadanos a elegir y a ser
elegidos libre y democréaticamente.

Nosotros no tenemos la facultad ni la intencion de decir a ninglin cubano si debe votar 0 no, ni como votar, pero si la responsabili-
dad y la misién de Ilamar a los cubanos, para que actten libremente, es decir, movidos por su propias consciencias, por el honor, por
amor a la Patria, a la libertad, a su projimo y la dignidad de sus hijos, sin temor, eso es liberacion.

Oswaldo José Paya Sardifias
La Habana, 18 de Enero de 2008

Alertas Urgentes desde las Prisiones de Canaletay Guayabo

_ La Habana, 9y 10 de Enero del 2008- Antonio (Tony Diaz) Sanchez esta siendo asediado por autorida-
© des carcelarias y debido a sus protestas es conducido desde la jaula de 5y medio metros por cinco que
compartia hacinado con 27 presos politicos y 9 literas, a convivir con presos comunes de la mas alta peli-
grosidad.

Esta es una practica de castigo maximo que es sofisticadamente organizada por las autoridades del penal
para intimidar y exponer al recluso a los mas barbaros atropellos de parte de delincuentes de alto riesgo,
criminales.

+ Como referente podemos utilizar el caso de Rolando Jiménez, gestor del Proyecto Varela y en la actuali-
5 dad cumpliendo condena en la prision Guayaba, Isla de la Juventud.

El preso politico y de conciencia cubano, Rolando Jiménez Posada, fue vilmente agredido fisicamente
por una turba de presos comunes, de la mas alta peligrosidad, cuando este fue trasladado desde su celda
de castigo a convivir en celda con presos comunes el pasado 31 de Diciembre. En un reciente programa
de la mesa redonda fue atacado por el periodista L&zaro Barredo y este le contestd valientemente a los
insultos de Barredo. En represalias el régimen lo metié a convivir con presos comunes y provocaron a
estos a que le dieran tremenda paliza. Con motivo de esta inhumana golpiza Rolando tiene el Rostro
desfigurado y casi perdida de la vision de uno de sus 0jos, segiin manifesto su esposa Lamasiel Gutié-
rrez Romero, periodista independiente.

A\
Rolando se encuentra condenado a 12 afios de prision en la Carcel el Guayabo, Isla de la Juventud. Fue i‘;\\ '
ler teniente de la Inteligencia cubana, y fiscal contra los delitos del narco- tréafico, en su provincia y separado de su cargo cuando fue
gestor del Proyecto Varela. Muchos de los presos comunes de alta peligrosidad a donde fue trasladado fueron acusados por Rolando
durante su incumbencia como fiscal.
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Alertas Urgentes desde las Prisiones de Canaleta y Guayabo (continuacion)

Este atropello, como el proferido posteriormente a Antonio (Tony) Diaz Sanchez comunicado por nosotros, debe ser atendido con
urgencia por la comunidad internacional, los organismos de Derechos Humanos y las autoridades de gobierno en paises solidarios
con la defensa del pueblo cubano pues viene desarroll&ndose un patron de ataques a los prisioneros politicos mientras el pueblo re-
crudece el reclamo de cambios y estos no quieren ser atendidos adecuadamente por los funcionarios del régimen. Alertamos a la
comunidad internacional a que exijan del gobierno cubano la atencién inmediata y restitucion de garantias en su reclusién para An-
tonio (Tony) Diaz Sanchez y los presos politicos que en estos momentos estan recibiendo una represién nunca vista anteriormente.

Oswaldo J. Paya Sardifias, Movimiento Cristiano Liberacion (MCL)

Por el Derecho ala Viday ala Libertad de Antonio Diaz Sanchez

La Habana, 18 de enero de 2008- Antonio Ramon Diaz Sanchez, prisionero de Conciencia, esta confinado en la prisién de Canaletas
en la provincia cubana de Ciego de Avila. Es miembro del Consejo Coordinador del Movimiento Cristiano Liberacion y unos de los
principales gestores del Proyecto Varela.

Es uno de los Prisioneros de la Primavera de Cuba, tiene 45 afios de edad y fue sentenciado a veinte afios de prision, en abril del afio
2003. En Diciembre 2004 le diagnosticaron una cardiopatia isquémica y una hiperplasia prostatica durante chequeos realizados en
el Hospital Nacional de Reclusos situado dentro de la Prision Combinado del Este, en la Ciudad Habana. Durante el afio 2007, un
especialista en Proctologia que le ha realizado varias pruebas diagnosticas dictamin6 que Antonio Diaz padece de la enfermedad
conocida como Colitis Inmunoldgica o ideopatica, al observarle un significativo deterioro y numerosas ulceras en los intestinos des-
pués de varias colon rectoscopias. Una de las causas del agravamiento de esta enfermedad es el estrés continuado.

La esposa de Antonio Diaz Sanchez presentd, por medio de un abogado contratado en un bufete colectivo, una solicitud ante el tri-
bunal que lo juzgd, para que realizara el proceso correspondiente y decida si se le otorga una licencia extrapenal por enfermedad.
Segun este abogado encargado del caso, el tribunal después de una semana, acepto el proceso. Esta solicitud se produjo en Junio del
afio 2007, pero hasta la fecha, después de transcurridos alrededor de siete meses, el tribunal no ha respondido y no ha enviado a An-
tonio al peritaje médico correspondiente en el Hospital Nacional de Reclusos, incumpliendo lo establecido legalmente. La Instruc-
cién 132 establece los procedimientos seguir en caso de solicitud de Licencia Extrapenal. Antonio tiene prescrita por los médicos
una dieta alimentaria que le es parcialmente ofrecida por las autoridades del penal. Por ejemplo en los ultimos veinte dias Antonio
no pudo desayunar en once dias porque no le ofrecieron los alimentos de la rigurosa dieta que le corresponde por sus enfermedades.
Pueden leer mas informacion en www.oswaldopaya.org.

Antonio Diaz Sanchez declara que el Unico recurso civico y pacifico que le queda para defender su derecho a la vida es su propia
vida y por eso ha decidido no aceptar mas lo medicamentos que le han indicado los médicos y que muchas veces recibe de manera
incompleta e irregular y tampoco aceptara mas la consulta con el especialista, en protesta contra la arbitrariedad del tribunal, que
deberia haberle enviado a peritaje médico hace muchos meses para que decidan si el alivio o cura de su enfermedad es incompatible
con su permanencia con la permanencia en prision. Es evidente que la prision injusta y las condiciones en que esta confinado son la
causa mas directa de la agudizacion de su enfermedad Antonio ha anunciado que ird tomando actitudes pacificas mas drasticas en
protesta por el incumplimiento de este tribunal, que de esta manera lo esta condenando a una muerte temprana. Antonio Diaz esta
recluido en una galera que tiene unos 5,5 metros de ancho e igual medida de largo, junto con veintiséis prisioneros comunes. En esa
reducida area estan situadas nueve literas de tres niveles cada una. La salud de Antonio se deteriora irreversiblemente cada dia que
pasa en la prision. Le estdn sometiendo a un aniquilamiento a corto plazo. Nuestro llamamiento es para que todos dentro y fuera de
Cuba levanten su voz para salvar la vida, de Antonio Diaz Sanchez por su liberacion y la de todos los que estan en prisién en cuba
por defender pacificamente los Derechos Humanos.

Oswaldo José Paya Sardifias, Coordinador del Movimiento Cristiano Liberacion
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TODOS CUBANOS

TRENDS IN CUBAN CIVIL SOCIETY (Haga Clic Aqui para

Cuba  Demonstrated  Little
Promise of Open and Democ-
ratic Elections in the Process
that began late 2007:

Cuba’s Elections: A New Law to Allow
the People to Choose

2007 also marked four years since the Cuban Spring and un-
fortunately many of these prisoners still remain in prison,
while the MCL continues to campaign on their behalf:

Four Years in the Other Guantanamo
The Gray Quinguennium or Five Black Decades?
MCL Continues Campaign for Resolution for the Liberation of Prisoners

Yet there were many efforts by civil society to advocate
peacefully for democratic change, including the following
initiatives:

Cuba's democratic activists show Unity for Freedom

Announcement of the Cuban Forum Campaign
Creation of a Citizen’s Committee for Reconciliation and Dialogue

In 2007 the MCL celebrated its 19th anniversary and the
Varela Project celebrated its 5th anniversary:

Declaration of the MCL on the 5th Anniversary of the VVarela Project
The XIX Anniversary of the Christian Liberation Movement

And international efforts to advocate on behalf of Cuba’s
civil society grew:

"From Solidarity to Democracy? Can Cuba Achieve Freedom?"
Transition in Cuba: Perspectives from Latin America and Europe
Letter from Walesa and Kwasniewski: To the People of Cuba
ICDC conference calls for Solidarity and Common Policy toward Cuba
From the Polish Committee for Solidarity with Cuba
ODCA-Cuba Representatives to Hold Conference in Miami

Volume 2, Number 1
January 2008

Civic Updates

On Cuba’s
Elections: to
Choose to be

Free
Page 6

Human Rights Alerts

Urgent Alerts from Canaleta and
Guayabo Prisons
Page 7

For Antonio Diaz Sanchez’s Right to
Life and Liberty

International Updates

Watch the documentary '‘Dissident™

on You Tube! Loki Film's Rachel Grady and
Heidi Ewing's acclaimed
documentary "Dissident:
Oswaldo Paya and the
Varela Project" chroni-
cles brave efforts to
bring democracy to
Cuba. The film made its
big screen debut at the Tribeca Film Festival in
New York City and continues to show at human
rights events around the world.

Part |
Part [l
Commentary by World Leaders

Want to add or remove your name from our mailing list?

Questions or comments? Send us an e-mail at
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TRENDS IN CUBAN CIVIL SOCIETY

On Cuba’s Elections: to Choose to be Free

We have been promoting changes to the laws for many years, so that the rights of citizens are respected. We have particularly in-
sisted on a new electoral law, because that is the key for the people to exercise their sovereignty, which is the main objective of the
Varela Project. The current electoral law and the systemic violations of freedom of expression and association are inhibiting the
right of Cuban citizens to choose and to be chosen. You can read the Varela Project by visiting www.oswaldopaya.org. We begin
with the very Electoral Law, Law No. 72.

The nomination:

Only the Candidature Commissions, which are comprised of organizations that are unconditionally loyal to the Government and
whose national leaders are also in almost all cases leaders of the Communist Party, can propose candidates for Deputies. The mu-
nicipal assemblies of the People’s Power, which are institutions of the government, make the final nomination of candidates. There-
fore this is in violation of the right established in article 133 of the Constitution, which states “Cuban citizens, men and woman,
have a right to be elected in the full enjoyment of their political rights.” Therefore, it is no longer the Cuban citizenry that can be
elected, but rather only those that are designated by these Candidature Commissions. Although perhaps they are consistent in this as
in practice no Cuban citizen has any political rights. That is to say, government institutions nominate and its organizations propose,
but not the citizenry or the people as such.

The voting process:

It is also not elections, because according to Law 72 only one candidate is nominated for each Deputy seat. Therefore if citizens
chose their corresponding Deputy in a district, only one name could appear on the ballot, because there can only be a sole candidate.
That is why | believe that the “unified vote” was established so that the names of various candidates appear on the ballot, to give the
imagery of variety, but it is still the same number of candidates as the number of Deputies to be elected. Citizens can vote for one,
for all or for some, but if one does not want any of the sole candidates, one’s vote does not count. One’s vote is only counted if it is
in the affirmative. The voter can not choose his deputy among various candidates, nor can they refuse all candidates because a ballot
box to say no does not exist. Therefore, this is not an election, or even a consultation for voters to refuse or accept all of the sole
candidates.

In my opinion:

e Inalogical sense, this is truly a joke.

e Inalegal sense, this is a violation of the Constitution.

e Inapolitical sense, this is a grave violation of popular sovereignty.

e In an ethical and humane sense, this harms the dignity of individuals and the right of our people to define their own lives and
their future.

If someone wants to take a look at the Electoral Law before voting, perhaps you will find it and perhaps you will find a copy of the
Constitution, where you can read in article 7.1 “the National Assembly of the People’s Power is comprised of Deputies elected by
the free, direct, and secret votes of the electorate, in proportion and in accordance with the process determined by law.” | repeat, in
my opinion, those who drafted the law established a process that violates the Constitution because it does not allow for Deputies to
be elected, or to be elected by direct vote. But there is something even graver that was committed by the authorities and those who
exercise power above the law. If so many people have received “visits” or signals for having not voted, if there have been
“commissions” these days that have visited house by house to tell citizens to vote in the ballot of the unified vote and have also in
many case asked if they are voting, then the vote is also not free. It is as if they want to violate the spirit of individuals, imposing on them
what perhaps many do not want to do. This mechanism of intimidation is not new, and even if the law were flawless, the culture of fear
that is imposed through all of the repressive and oppressive mechanisms to carry out the electoral farce is a terrible non-popular tradition.
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On Cuba’s Elections: to Choose to be Free (continued)

Never before has such an intense and disproportionate and at the same time disingenuous electoral campaign been waged. All of the
media that the people pay for has been utilized to promote a vote that will definitely not be an election. A real marketing campaign
is being waged with artists, athletes, and a parade of everything they think is popular in order to condition the voters. These are the
same voters who are not allowed to listen to other opinions, just as they are not allowed to choose another alternative, and are not
allowed to elect. It seems that those who make the decisions only trust the citizenry when they are devoid of the possibility to choose
freely. Those voters who support this government are not even allowed to choose from among various candidates the one that they
believe would best represent the continuity and efficiency of this system. They are offered sole candidates, without alternatives.

The Deputies to the legislature that is coming to a close received the Varela Project legal initiative that was supported by more than
25,000 voters. This petition asks for a Referendum and proposes a new electoral law, that would allow citizens to nominate and elect
their deputies as well as their representatives at all levels. Many of those who advocated for the Varela Project are now unjustly im-
prisoned precisely for defending national and popular sovereignty, for defending the rights of citizens to choose and to be chosen
freely and democratically.

We do not have the capacity nor the intention to tell any Cuban whether or not he or she should vote, nor how to vote, but we do
have the responsibility and mission to call on all Cubans to act freely, that is to say, moved by their own conscience, by honor, by
love for their Homeland, and for liberty, his brethren, and the dignity of his children, without fear. That is liberation.

Oswaldo José Paya Sardifias
Havana, January 18, 2008

Urgent Alerts from Canaleta and Guayabo Prisons

~ Havana, January 9-10, 2008- Antonio (Tony Diaz) Sanchez has been besieged by prison authorities and
© due to his protests, has been taken from the 5 and a half meter by five meter cell that he crowdedly shared
with 27 other political prisoners and 9 bunks, to live with highly dangerous common prisoners.

This is a practice of maximum punishment that is sophisticatedly organized by the prison authorities in
order to intimidate and to expose the prisoner to the most barbarian attacks by high risk delinquents,
criminals.

We can use as an example the case of Rolando Jiménez Posada, a Varela Project organizer who is cur-
* rently serving a sentence at the Guayabo prison, on the Isle of Youth.

Cuban political prisoner and prisoner of conscience, Rolando Jiménez was
vilely physically assaulted by a mob of highly dangerous common prisoners, when he was transferred
from his solitary confinement cell to another cell he shares with common prisoners on December 31. In
a recent “roundtable” program he was attacked by the journalist Lazaro Barredo. He responded coura-
geously to Barredo’s insults. In retaliation, the regime put Rolando in a cell to live with common prison-
ers and provoked these prisoners so that they gave Rolando a severe beating. As a result of this inhu-
mane beating, Rolando’s face is disfigured and he has lost almost all vision from one of his eyes, ac-
cording to his wife Lamasiel Gutiérrez Romero, an independent journalist.

Rolando is imprisoned with a 12 year sentence in Guayabo Prison, on the Isle of Youth. He was a Cuban \\E\\\\\
intelligence deputy and a prosecutor against narco-trafficking crimes in his province and was discharged SRRNNY
from his position when he became a Varela Project organizer. Many of the highly dangerous common prisoners in the prison cell
that he was transferred to were indicted by Rolando during his incumbency as a prosecutor.
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Urgent Alerts from Canaleta and Guayabo Prisons (continued)

This attack, as well as the one reported by us earlier against Antonio (Tony) Diaz Sanchez, must be responded to with urgency by
the international community, Human Rights institutions, and government authorities in countries that are in solidarity with defend-
ing the Cuban people. A whole series of attacks against political prisoners is unfolding as the people are beginning to increase their
call for change while the regime’s officials do not want to respond adequately to these calls. We alert the international community to
demand that the Cuban government pay immediate attention and restore the rights that Tony Diaz Sanchez and other political pris-
oners are entitled to in prison as they are subjected to a level of repression in these moments that has never been seen before.

Oswaldo J. Paya Sardifias, Christian Liberation Movement (MCL)

For Antonio Diaz Sanchez’s Right to Life and Liberty

Havana, January 18, 2008- Prisoner of conscience, Antonio Ramon Diaz Sanchez, is imprisoned in Canaletas prison in the Cuban
province of Ciego de Avila. He is a member of the Coordinating Council of the Christian Liberation Movement and is one of the
principal organizers of the Varela Project.

He is one of the Cuban Spring political prisoners, is 45 years old and was sentenced to twenty-seven years in prison in April 2003.
In December 2004 he was diagnosed with Ischemic Cardiopathy and an enlarged prostate (BPH) in the National Hospital for Prison-
ers that is located inside the Eastern Compound Prison in Havana. During 2007, a specialist in Proctology that has conducted various
diagnostic tests on him declared that Antonio Diaz is suffering from an illness known as Immunologic or Idiopathic Colitis, after
observing significant deterioration and numerous ulcers in his intestines after various colon rectoscopy. One cause in the worsening
of this illness has been constant stress.

Antonio Diaz Sanchez’s wife has presented, by means of an attorney that was contracted from a law practice, a request before the
court that sentenced Antonio, so that the necessary process could take place to be considered for an extrapenal license for health
reasons. According to the attorney in charge of the case, the court accepted the proceeding a week later. This request was made in
June 2007, but to date, almost seven months later, the court has not responded and has not sent Antonio the corresponding medical
report to the National Hospital for Prisoners, thereby not abiding to what was legally established. Rule 132 establishes the proceed-
ings to be followed in the case of a request for an Extrapenal License. Antonio has been prescribed a specific nutritional diet by the
doctors, which he only partially receives from the prison authorities. For instance, in the last twenty days Antonio was not able to eat
breakfast for eleven days because he was not given the food that his rigorous diet requires for his illness. More information can be
found on www.oswaldopaya.org.

Antonio Diaz Sanchez declared that the only civic and peaceful recourse that he can take to defend his right to life is his own life
and that is why he has decided to not accept any more of the medication that the doctors have prescribed and that many times he
receives incompletely and irregularly and he will also refuse any more consultations with a specialist, in protest against the arbitrari-
ness of the court that should have already sent him a medical report many months ago to decide whether the alleviation or cure of his
illness is incompatible with his remaining in prison. It is evident that unjust imprisonment and the conditions in which he is under
confinement are the most direct cause for his illness worsening. Antonio has announced that he will begin to take increasingly more
drastic peaceful acts of protest against the inactivity of the court that is condemning him in this way to an early death. Antonio Diaz
is imprisoned in a cell, which is 5.5 meters wide and equally long, with twenty six common prisoners. In this limited area there are
nine three-level bunks. Antonio’s health is irreversibly deteriorating every day that he spends in prison. He is being subjected to
short-term annihilation. Our call is for everyone inside and outside of Cuba to raise their voices to save the life of Antonio Diaz
Sanchez, for his release, and for all those who are imprisoned in Cuba for peacefully defending Human Rights.

Oswaldo José Paya Sardifias
Coordinator of the Christian Liberation Movement
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